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My Philosophy 

My classroom management philosophy is based on Wong and Marzano. My philosophy 

is centered around having rules and procedures set in place while creating a safe, 

friendly/respectful, and caring environment. I want to have rules and procedures in place, so 

students understand what is expected of them. Students will be able to create rules for the class 

and have the opportunity to practice the rules and procedures set in place. While having set rules 

and procedures in place, I want my students to feel safe and comfortable in my classroom. I plan 

to achieve this environment by having items such as plants, posters, books, comfy chairs, and 

other decorations to allow students to have a space that they can call their own. I hope that with 

these two aspects of my philosophy, my students will feel independent, safe, and comfortable.  
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Plans for First Days 

*I choose to do 8th grade for the purpose of this assignment* 

Day 1 – Layout assigned seating for students. Each desk will have a name tag for 

students. Greet students at the door and ask them to draw their attention to the board upfront. The 

board will have a bell work assignment for the students to complete. The bell ringer will ask 

students to answer questions about themselves. This paper will be on their desk when they come 

in. I will then pull up a PowerPoint about myself to introduce myself to the students. Do a couple 

of activities to get to know my students. Introduce students to the room and show areas of the 

room that they can utilize when they have work time. Go over procedures that students need to 

know for the first day. These procedures include:  

- What to do when you enter the room 

- Bathroom 

- How to complete bell ringers 

- How we end class 

- How to behave in class 

Day 2 – Greet students at the door. Have the bell ringer assignment on the front of the 

board for students to respond too. Go over the previous procedures from the day before. Students 

will then create classroom rules. This will help create a sense of independence and responsibility 

for students. Go over emergency procedures. Students will also have the opportunity to request 

items to help make the classroom space more their own. (They can request furniture items or any 

other items that they feel would fit. I will do my best to find these items and include them in the 

classroom. Each class I have can choose 1-2 items that they would like to potentially see.)  
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Day 3 – Greet students at the door. Have a new bell ringer for students to complete on the 

front board. Go over the procedures from the previous day along with the rules we created. 

Students will have the opportunity to review and revamp these rules if necessary. New 

procedures will be introduced. These will include:  

- How to submit assignments online/in person 

- How to behave when working in groups/individual work 

- What to do when you have questions 

- How to use computers in the class 

- Consequences for inappropriate behaviors  

Day 4 – Greet students at the door. Have bell ringer ready to go for students to respond 

too. Go over classroom rules and procedures again to make any last adjustments. Have the 

student’s model/explain how to do these procedures.  

 Day 5 – Greet students at the door. Have a bell ringer ready to go. Have a written contract 

ready for students to sign. Go over rules and procedures before students sign. I will update 

students on items I have found to place in the classroom.  

Connections to Students and Families 

 To connect with my students, I will make sure that I greet them at the door every day. 

Even if the greeting is brief it will still be an important step to get to know my students and help 

them feel welcome. (Wong, 2012, pg.112) I will also make sure to ask them questions to get to 

know them and connect with them by leaving comments on their bell ringers and the questions I 

have them answer the first day of school. I also hope to connect with students’ families. To do 

this I will send a letter home to the parents. This letter will include a little bit about who I am, 

what is expected of their students, and what the class will consist of. The letter will also include 
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contact information such as my email and the school phone number in case they ever have 

questions. I will also include a line for parents to sign on. Along with this letter home, I will also 

include a short survey for parents to take. The survey will have 7 questions for parents to answer. 

The questions will ask about their student, their schedule (volunteering opportunities), contact 

information, and any concerns or comments they wish to share with me. I will also take the 

opportunity to connect with families by sending out any important information they would need 

to know by email and or by paper depending on how parents want to receive information.  

What ifs. 

For my what-ifs, I want to address how I will handle a student who does not respond well 

to the rules and procedures I have in place. First, I will recognize that a student is having an 

issue. After discovering this issue, I will make sure to talk to them privately and ask them what 

they are experiencing. I will also remind them that the rules and procedures are put in place by 

the students and that they did sign a contract. I will make sure to address the concern the student 

is having and try to make sure they do not feel this way again.   

Appendix 

Here are some photos of how I will implement rules and procedures in the classroom. 

I want my students to feel that they are independent and responsible. Giving students the 

opportunity to create rules and procedures will allow them to feel independent and responsible. 

Marzano notes that “well-articulated rules and procedures that are negotiated with students are a 

critical aspect of classroom management, affecting not only the behavior of students but also 

their academic achievement” (Marzano, 2003, pg.17). Doing this will also allow students to 

work together and be respectful and friendly with each other. As a class, we will create rules that 

will make up our classroom contract. Marzano writes more about rules and procedures saying 
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that “the second step you should take relative to classroom rules and procedures is to involve 

students in their design.” (Marzano, 2003, pg.25). Students will be able to help me set up the 

rules and procedures of the classroom. I plan to spend a good amount of time on this subject with 

my students, so they understand what is expected of them. Having this understanding from 

students will help them feel comfortable in the class because they will know what they should be 

doing. 

 This set of rules will be put up in the classroom and students will sign a hard copy for me 

to keep. Having them sign this contract will hold them accountable for their actions. As for 

procedures students will be able to propose ideas to change these procedures to make them work 

better for the classroom. Again, this will help them to feel independent and welcome in the 

classroom since they will feel that they are being heard.  
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The first picture is an example of what my rules would look like. I will use a big post-it note 

sheet to write the final set of rules. The second image is an example of what the procedures 

will look like. After reviewing different procedures, I will add to a document like this for 

students to refer to. After finalizing these rules and procedures I will create a classroom 

contract similar to the picture below with all of our rules and procedures on it for students to 



CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT PLAN 8 

sign. I will hang the set of rules up in the class as well as the list of procedures so students can 

refer back and be reminded of them.  

 

Bell Ringer assignment: This is what students will need to look at every day when they come to 

class. After learning what this slide means they should be able to complete it without any 

problem. Once they have finished with the bell ringer, I will go over the rest of the information 

so it will eliminate questions such as “what are we doing?” or “what do we need to do for 

tomorrow?”  
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First day/week activities:  

Here are the activities we will be doing in class to get to know each other on the first day. First, I 

will present a PowerPoint introducing myself. Then we will do two activities so I can get to 

know my students.  

Introduction PowerPoint – I will try to make my presentation 

creative.  



CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT PLAN 10 
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These are two examples I would potentially use as a first day bell ringer for students to complete. 

This questionnaire will help me to get to know my students.  

 This is an activity I will use to help students get 

to know each other. Each table will have a Jenga game with different questions on each block. I 

will walk around and listen to the various answers that each student gives.  
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Noisemaker: 

Here is an example of a noisemaker I would use to gain the attention of my students.  

 

Gaining student attention:  

I would also use the lights as a way to get the attention of my students along with verbal and 

non-verbal cues. I would use a countdown method to gain attention.  

Below are other methods I would use to gain attention.  
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Connection to families:  

Below I will include the letter I send home to parents along with a survey I want them to fill out. 

I decided to use a short survey for parents to help me get to know their students a little bit more 

as well as get contact information. I hope that by doing both of these things, it will show the 

parent that I want to do what is best for their child. I also hope it will show the parent that I am 

someone they can come to if they ever need help.  



CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT PLAN 14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom set-up:  

Here are some photos of how I would like my classroom to be set up. This is just a rough idea of 

what I would want my classroom to look like. I am not sure where I will be teaching so I have no 

room size or guidelines from the school to guide me. I want to have an area for students to work 

and feel like they have an area of their own. Below I will put more examples of what this area 

will look like.  
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These are all examples of how I could set up an 

area for students to work. This area will be their own and they can make it how they see fit. If 

they are working as a small group, they can rearrange it or students can utilize this space to work 

independently. Just like I have my own space with my desk I want my students to have their own 

space.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT PLAN 17 

 

 

Another item I would like to have in the classroom are lamps. I like the idea of having lamps in 

the classroom to make it feel homier. I can use these lamps to create different moods in the 

classroom.  

Here are some examples of items I would hang in the classroom.  
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Consequences:  

Here are some photos of the consequences in the classroom. I will expect my students to take 

responsibility for their actions. I want them to be independent, but they will still face 

consequences if they are not acting appropriately or following the rules/procedures we have in 

place. I will be sure to remind students that they created these rules, so they need to be 

responsible.  

 

This is another poster idea I would consider using to show students what they are responsible for 

and the positive/negative consequences they would receive. I would modify all the content to 

match my class.  
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This would be used to help students reflect on their behavior. These forms will serve as 

documentation if I would ever need to use it.  
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